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n Tothe'Right Honolabke* '- > © 
ZOHN, Loid ROBERTS, 


Earl of RAD NOR eo = 
> *03} 1m we "44a hit czY AN Gt. 


Eord Preſident of His MajzstY's moſt 
Honourable Privy » 2 es 


May it pleaſe Your Lordſhi P, 


HE enſuing Sermons ( Preached, in my ordinary 
[ turns, to the Univerſity,) were not intended to ke 

' more” publick than that Auditory : But (being 
made acquainted that they would not be unacceptable to your 
Lordſhip;) 1 have preſumed to Publiſh them under your 
Lordſhips Patronage. © T have therein purpoſely waved (as 
T alwaies do) all nice diſputes of Speculative Subtilties 
in Controverſal Points (wherein theſe may poſſibly differ, 
who yet agree in the ſetled Dottrine of the Church of Eng- 
land;) as more tending to diſturb the peace of the Church, 
than to promote Piety. The deſign of them is, to ſhew the 
Neceſſity of Habitual Grace in our Hearts with the Prac- 
tice of it in our Lives ; and the need we have of God's 
Aſſiſtance fo both. And I therein keep cloſe to the Doc 
trine of our .own Church (which T judge, in the whole, to + 
be Sound and Orthodox,) and as near as may be, in her 
oun Words. / any ſhall pleaſe themſelves with thoughts 
of Doing good, without Being ſo ; or, contrariwiſe, of pf 
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The Dedication. 


ood Heart, without a good Life ; or, that he is of him- 
ſelf ſufficient for One or Both of theſe (ſo as to pleaſe God) 
without the Divine Aſſiſtance: 7 am ſure he is, therein, 

no true Son of the Church of England. Thus far, 7 hope 
we do all agree. And, being to ſpeak to many of thoſe, 
whoſe Funttion calls them to ſpeak to others; I thought it 
ſeaſonable to inculcate theſe Neceſſary Truths : Whereof 
they cannot be Ignorant, and of which I would not have 
them Unmindfall, in their great Work of ſaving Souls. 
And IT heartily wiſh there were more Zeal for theſe Great 
Truths, and lefS Animoſities about little things, which un- 
happily Divide good Men, Break our Peace, and Gratifie 
thoſe who ſeek our Ruine. I am 


My Loxnp, 
Your Honours very - 


humble Servant 


JOHN WALLIS. 
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The Neceſlity of 
REGENERATION. 


— 


SERMON 


Preached before the 


UNIVERSITY of OXFORD 
AT 


CHRIST CHURCH, 


September 10th. 1676. 


JOHN uz. 3: 
Feſus anſwered and ſaid unto him, Verily we- 


rily I ſay unto thee, Except a man be born 
again, he cannot ſee the Kingdome of God. 


HE. words are Chriſt's to Nicodemus, a great 
man among the Fews: 4 Phariſee; a Ruler of 


theFews; a Maſter in {ſrael : (tor ſo we find him 
ſtiled ver. 1. & 10.) Yet did not underſtand the Doc- 
B trine 
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trine of Regeneration. As appears by his queſtions 
ver. 4, & 9. Fliw can theſe things be? Flow can a man 
be bern when he is old? Can he enter a ſecond time 
into his Mothers momb 2 &e. And by Chriſt's Ex- 
poſtulation, ver. 10. Art thou a Maſter in Iſrael and 
knoweſt not theſe things > Much like that of the A- 
poſtle to thoſe ZZeb. 5. 12. who, when for the time 
they: ought to be Teachers, had need themſelves to 
be taught again the firſt principles of the oracles of 
God; and had need of Milk, not of ſtrong Meat. 

The Phariſees, we know, though great pretenders 
to Religion, and a ſtrain of Devotion beyond others, 
and to a great exactneſs to the modes and formalities 
of the Fewiſh Worſhip then in praCtice: yet were no 
great friends to Chriſt, or to his Doctrine. 

This made Nicodemws , being one of them, not 
willing at firſt to own it openly, (that he might not 
give 'a publick ſcandal to thoſe of his own party,) 
till he thould;be berter informed of the truth 'of is: 
And therefore; in a private way, (to avoid offence,) 
came to Feſus by night. 

For, being an inquiſitive perſon, willing to fatisfie 
inmſelf; and not (relying only upon others judge- 
ments) to go blindtold as the crewd carried him ; 
and ſuſpeQting, there: might be ſomewhat more, than 
men were commonly aware of, in this deſpiſed -Do- 
Ctrine : He reſolved firſt to know what-it was, be- 
fore he would condemn it. And therefore made this 
addreſs to Chriſt, as beſt able to inform him. 

 Andhecamenot, asat ſome other times the Phariſees 
did, . to Tempt him,. to Deride him, to-Cavil at hirr, 
to Blaſpheme him, to.Inſnare him, ſeeking how they 
might Deſtroy. him ; | But,. with an honelt.intention, 
tQ, be Informed. . - 

As 


- 


The Neceſſity of Regeneration. 3 
As appears by that his reſpe&full addreſs, ver. 2. 


Rabbi, we know that thou art a Teacher come from God; 
for no man can doe thoſe miracles that thou doſt, ex- 
cept God be with him. 

And Chriſt, being as willing to Teach, as he was 
to Learn ; ſets him firſt this Leſſon, Except a man 
be born again, he cannot ſee the Kingdome of God. 

Not as being the moſt Eaſie to learn, (for, we 
ſee, to Nicodemus it ſeemed at firſt very ſtrange: ) 
But as being one of the moſt Neceſſary and Funda- 
mental Doctrines in Religion. 

And that which is Chriſt's Dottrine in the Text, 
ſhall be my Do&trine at preſent; whereof (through 
God's aſſiſtance) I now purpoſe to ſpeak: The Ne- 
ceſſity of Regeneration, or a New Birth, Except a 
man be born again, he cannot ſee the Kingdome of God. 

It is a Doctrine, which perhaps may ſeem as 
ſtrange to ſome in this age, as it did to Nicode- 
mus then. 

There being thoſe, who do not or | ( as perhaps 
at firſt he did) Doubt of it ; but Scoft and Reproch 
it, who make but a Jeſt of it at the beſt; if not a 
ſubject of Burlesk and Drollery, and ſuch like unfa- 
voury diſcourſe , unbeſeeming a Chriſtians Mouth 
and Ears. 

But we ſhall find it, firſt or laſt, to be a Serious 
thing: Not ſo Needleis, nor yet fo very Eafie, as 
prophane perſons periwade themſelves. 

As to the truth of this Do&rine; it will need no 
grear Proof; being the very words of the Text. And 
thoſe who, upon the evidence of this one Text, will 
not believe it; would perhaps as little believe it, it I 
ſhould produce many more. 
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4 The Neceſſity of Regeneration. 
It will rather] need. Explication, - than Confirma- 


tion. | ; 06% 

And two things there are to be explained : What 
is here meant by ſeeing the Kingdome of Ged; and, 
what by hezng born again. | 

Firſt, What is meant by ſeeing the Kingdome of 
Geal. 

The word Xingdeme, in its firſt and proper ſigns 
fication, imports, that State, Dignity, and Power, 
which Earthly Xings and Princes, have over their 
People and Subjects ; with the Greatneſs, Splendour, 
and other Appurtenances to fuch Domzinjon. 

But is here to-be underſtood in a Figurative ſenſe; 
for ſomething Great , Splendid and Excellent ; -as 
Kingdomes are, or be thought to be. 

For it is not meant, that thoſe who are here faid 
to be born again, ſhall be Kings and Princes, ſuch as 
on Earth are fo called, ; 

But, that they ſhall injoy a condition, as Great;'as. 
Glorious, as Excellent ; as that of Kings and Pfinces: 
Yea, much more than ſo. | 

And thus much is implyed in that Addition , 
when it is called the Kingdome of God. | 

Which is partly a Note of Di/tiniion, partly” 
Note of Eminence. 1h 

'Tis uſual in Scripture, when a word: of ordinar 
uſe for Natural and Earthly things, 1s Metephorical- 
ly applied to ſignifie fomewhat that is. Spirztual;; to 
add ſome Epithete for Diftinion. 

As when Chriſt is. called the 7rae Vine; the 7rue 
Shepheard, the Bread of Life, the Bread #hat came 
down from Heaven, the Spiritzal Rock, Gc. by way 
of diſtinition, from Bread, a Reck, a Vine, a Shep. 
heard, in the proper acceptation of the words. 

But 
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Bur they do, withall, imply an EZminency, or Grea- 
ter Excellency, of the things ſo Metaphorically de- 
ſcribed; then of that which the words in their pro- 
per fenſe do fignife. 

For the meaning is not, that Chriſt is Truly a Vine, 
or mg a Shepheard, &c. in the proper ſenſe of thoſe 
words: 


But, ſomewhat that + is thereby reſembled, more 


- Excellent than it. 

That - he is- fo Fruirfull, ſo Pleafant, ſo Comfort- 
able ; as.that the Fraitfulneſs of the Y7»e, the Plea- 
ſantnefs of the Grape , the Comfortableneſs of - the 
Micime, (which makes glad the heart of man, ) is but 
a. faint Shadow and Reſemblance , of what: he is- in 
Truth. 

. That he is ſo Kind, fo Tender, fo Carefull of his ; 
2s that the Kindneſs, the Tendernefs, the Care of a 


Shepheard, towards his Flock, doth but faintly Refem- 


ble, what he is in Truth. 
So here: The Xingdom- of God, or (as elſewhere) 
the. Kingdome of Heaven, the Heavenly Kingdome, 


(with the like expreſſions;) do import; not ſuch as- 


what - Men, on Earth, call 'a XKingdome : But, ſomes 
what eſe, thereby reſembled ; and' ſomewhat more Fx- 


cellent ; which God vouchſates to call by that name - 


as much ſurpaſſing that of Men, as Heaven 1s above 
the Earth. 

Heb. r2. 28. A Ximdome that cannot: be! ſhaken. 
x Pet: 1. 4. An Inheritance Incorruptible, and Onde- 
filed, and which fadeth not away, reſerved in Heaven 
for us. 1 Pet. 5.4. 4 Crown of Righteouſneſs, which 
faderh not away. 2 Tim. 4. 8.. A Crown of Righteouſ- 
neſs, laid up for us; which God the Righteous Judge 
ſhall give. us in that day. Mat. 25. 34. 4 Kingdome 
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6 The Neceſſity of Regeneration. 


prepared for us from the beginning of the world. 

By the Kinzdome of God, theretore, we are to un- 
derſtand, that Glory, that Happineſs , that Bleſſed 
Condition, ( whatever it is) which the Children of 
God, (thoſe that are born again,) do ſeek after, and 
ſhall enjoy : Partly in this lite, where it is called the 
Kingdome of Grace; and partly hereafter, which is 
the XKingdome of Glory. 

And thus we are to underſtand it in Mat. 6. 33: 
Seek firſt the Kingdome of God and his righteouſneſs. 
And 1-Cor. 6. 9. Know ye not that the unrighteous ſhall 
not inherit the Kingdome of God? Gal. 5. 19-21. 
The works of the fleſs are manifeſt, adultery, fornicas. 
tion, uncleanneſs, &c. (with a large Catalogue of fuch: 
others; which concludes with this) They which doe ſuch 
things ſhall not inherit the Kingdome of God. But, 
Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, for theirs is the King- 
dome of God : Bleſſed are they which are perſecuted 
for righteouſneſs ſake, for theirs is the Kingdome , of. 
God, Mat. 5. 3,10. 

Now, this Bleſſedneſs of the Children of God, (here 
and hereafter,) is called by the name of a Xingdome - 
Not as if this did fully expreſs the nature of 1t : -But 
becauſe (as the ſaying is) Nhil eſt in inteleftu, quod. 
non fuit prius in ſenſa; We cannot eaſily apprehend 
Intelleftual objetts , otherwiſe than by ſome reſem- 
blance of things to Sexe. 

And therefore, there being a want of Words, and 
of Notions too, which might adequately expreſs the 
nature of this Spiritual and Heavenly Happineſs : 
we are fain to make uſe of /ex/ble things, ſome way 
to Reſemble them, though not perfe&tly to Expreſs 
them by. | 


And 


The Neceſſity of Regeneration. 7 

And all thoſe things, 'which are looked upon here, 
as. the moſt Excellent, the moſt- Deſirable, in any 
kind ; are made uſe of to this'purpole. | 

'Tis called Life ; and Life Eternal. Tis called a 
Treaſure, laid up in Heaven; and, Durable Riches, 
'Tis called Fulneſs of Foy and Pleaſures for evermore, 
'Tis called a Royal Feaſt ; a Marriage Supper ; a Feaſt 
of fat things. *Tis called a Reward; :a glarious Tus 
heritance ; Everlaſting Manſions ; an Houſe not made 
with hands; and the like. "Tis called, a Crown of 
Glory ;.,a Crown of Righteouſneſs; a Heavenly King- 
dome; the Kingdome of Heaven; and (as here) the 
Kingdome of God. 

Not as if any, or all of thoſe, did adequately ex- 
preſs its worth : - But, theſe being the great Deſirable 
things of the World ; and which our Scoſes are car- 
ried away. with: They are all made uſe of, to repre: 
ſent a. Condition, which hath as. much, and more, 
of Happineſs, than all that of Riches and Fonours, 
Profits and Pleaſures, Gladneſs and Feaſting, Flouſes 
and Lands, Treaſures and Inheritances, Crowns and 
Kingdoms, yea and Life it- ſelf, | % 
And, When we haye 'fancy'd all that is Great” and 
Glorious, in alt theſe Senſible Objects; we mult then - 
conceive, . there is ſomewhat yet -more- Excellent, 
than all that we can fancy.' -x Cor. 2. 9.. Fer Eye hath 
not ſeen, nor hath Ear heard, nor hath it entered in- 
to the heart of man to conceive,.\what\ God hath pre- 
pared for them that love-him. . And ſuch is that Xing. 
dome of God, which the Text. ſpeaks of. 

Now, what it is to ſee this Kingdome of God ; is 
not hard to-underſtand.  : 

It is not, to ſee it afar off, ſo as to have no con- 
cerament in it ; as the Rich Glutton, Luk. 16.23. o 
tne-. 


be like him; for we ſhall ſee him as 
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the Parable,- might See Lazarus in Abrahams boſome ; 


but. without any poſſibility of coming there, 
But ſo zo ſee, as to Exjoy it, and bear a part in it. 


- So to ſee, as when Chriſt ſaith Mar. 5. 8. Bleſſed are 


the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee God. Or as _ 
Paul, 2 Cor. 3.18. So to ſee the Glory of God, as to- 
be changed into the ſame image, from glory to glory. 
Or as St. Fohin, x Joh. 3.2. Behold we are -now the 
Sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we ſhall 
be: But, when he ſhall appear, (or, as the words may 
as well be rendered, when it ſhal aypear, ) we fhat 
e 


v. An Ope- 
rative ſight, not meerly Speculative. 
So here 7o ſee it, is To enjoy it : or (as: Chriſt ex- 


run himſelf wer. 5.) To ewter into it. For, -what is 
ere ſaid, Fe cammot See the Kingdome of 'God; is 
e 


there, He cannot Enter into the Kingdome of God. Or 


to Inherit it: As 1 Cor. 15. 50. :Fleſh. and bloud can- 


not Inherit the Kingdome of God. 


To See the Kingdome of God, : therefore, is to Enjoy, 


to Enter into, to. inherit, that Glory, that FH, Te) 
or 


and Bleſſed Condition, which God \ hath-deſigned 


thoſe that he-makes his Children. 


.But - thoſe who are-to'Enjoy this Happineſs, muſt 
firſt be -Born again. For ſo we heard but now, Fleſh 


and Bloud cannot inherit the Kingdome of God. And, 


as the Text hath it, Except a man be born again he 
cannot ſee the Kingdome of God. 

We are therefore, in the ſecond place to confider, 
what .it is, To be Born again; or, as the Margin 
reads it, To be Born from Above. 

_ it is not much material which way we 
read it. 


For 
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For {4ymuac ew, is but (iv tz Too) the 
fame with azz zymusG{., which is properly enough 
rendered Bory again: And anſwers to that of raay- 
yore, Tit 3.5. which is there rendered Regeneration. 
The word vez, in compoſition, importing the fame 
with 7z22w* and anſwering to the Latine Re. As in 
that place juſt now cited 7ze. 3. 5. where avaygivon; 
is Rexovatio. *Ava Msles maMyſwenzs, xgi avarguvmu- 
ors mvd) ual zye* By the waſhing of Regeneration, 
and Renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. 

Or, if we pleafe to put a greater Emphaſis on the 

word avwSy, as ſignifying from above : (like as alſo 
ez, in compoſition, oft times ſignifies Vp; as when 
evazo; and xgrmzfpan; fignifie Aſcenſion and Deſcen- 
fron ; 2ve.and x 7, in compoſition, anſwering to the 
Adverbs 2 and x#7w*) The meaning will be ſtill 
the ſame : Save that, here will be further imported, 
the Principle whence this New Birth proceeds. 
The former of theſe ſeems to be. favoured in the 
4th. verſe, where it' is explained by 84mg jundi- 
vez, (and fo, it ſeems, Nicodemus underſtood it,) can 
a man. enter a ſecond time into his Mothers Womb, and 
be Born? 

The Latter in 5th. verſe; where what: was before 
faid 4mn,J3 areRv,isnow expreſſed by yum. ck 321, 
xgy mid; ual; Except a man be bors of Water and 
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdome of God. 
. But, either way, the thing will be the ſame. For 
there. muſt be a Second Birth: and it muſt be, by a 
Power from Above. 

For the better underſtanding of which, we are to 
conſider, that what was before ſaid of the word Xing- 
dome, is here applicable to this, of being Born again : 
That is, that Spiritual things are, Figuratively, ex- 

| QC preſſed, 
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reſſed,, by words importing things Narured. 
, Now 4 as mych - our Back or Gezeration, 
is the Riſe or Origine of our Natural Being ; as Rea 
ſonable Creatures, and the Children of Men : That 
therefore which gives us our Spiritual Being 3 as New 
Creatures, and the Children of God, is, by Analogy 
thereynto, ſtiled - Regeneration, our ſecond Birth, or 
being Born again. 

It any would be ſo nice, as to object, That a Child, 
before it be Born, is indued with a Reaſonable Soul ; 
and therefore his Birth, not the firſt Origine of his 
Rational Nature : 

This alters not the caſe at all. For we are not here 
to take the word Bzrth fo ftrictly, as reſpecting that 
Moment only of coming into the world, (as we uſe to 
ſpeak:) But with a RetroſpeCtion as tar backward. as 
to the firft Conception; as being. of the ſame import 
with Generation, (and might have been. fo rendered,) 
anſwering to the Greek words yewojrua, emde, eo 
As in Matth.1. 86A. , The Book of the Ge- 
weration of Feſus Chriſt. And *ASegzap tyiwmpe.' 
Toxex, which we render, Abraham: begat Iſaac... And 
(in 7zt. 3. 5.) maMyſereoe is as well rendered by Res 
generation, as if it had been rendered a New-Birth, or 
being Born again. And 1 Pet.1. 3. arayowons huds 
1s rendered, Who hath.begotten us again unto a tively 
hope. Yet of. the ſame import withthat of the Text, 
yor.9j ava, which we here render, Born again ; 
but may as fitly be rendered'by Regenitusas by Rewas 
tus. And both words are indifferently uſed, as rela« 
ting to the whole time from the Conception to the Birth. 
- To be Regenerated therefore or Born again, (take 
which word; you pleaſe,) is; to have'a New Nature 
wrought 1 us; whereby we become, New Creatures, 
and 
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and have a Speritual Being ; as, by our Generation or 
firſt Birth, we become Reaſonable Creatures; and have 
our Natural Being, This being called F/zfÞ; and that, 
Spirit ; in the following Explication, ver. 6. That 
which is born of the Fleſh, is Fleſh, and that which is 
born of the Spirit, is Spirit. | 

That is; Like as by our F/e/bly, Carnal, or Natural 
Generation, (or firſt Birth,) ffom our Nataral Parents; 
we are made Fleſh aud Blond, (indued with 2 Reafor- 
able Soul, and Natural Life, as Humane Creatares, 
and the Children of Men: ) So, by our Regeneration, 
(or being Born again,). by the Spirit ; we become $p7- 
ritual, or New Creatures; endued with & Spiritaal 
Life and Vigour ; are made Partakers of the Divine 
Natare, become the Soxs of God, 2 Pet. 1:4. 

But (as to this Antitheſis of Fleſh and Spirit) we 
are to conſider further, That the term Fleſh (as it is 
here called,).or Flz/h a#d Blond ( as elfewhere, ) are 
words of a middle Signification y biit Sonaztia in mal: 
Words not evil in theitiſelves ; but moſt frequently 
uſed in the worſt ſenſe. 

And. therefore tough Fleſh imd Bloud, as it im- 

h only Hume Nature, and whit appertains to 

as Man, imply nothing Evil in it ſelf: Yet, ſince 
the Pothution of our Natute by the Fall of Adam, there 
is, not only a Guilt derived fo us from him; But a 
Depravation of Nature; which I witl n6t take upon 
me to deſcribe otherwiſe, than-iri the words of our 
Chureh, in her ninth Art. LJ £16 = 

This our Chutcl there calls Original Sin; and 
declares it to be, the Fault and Corruption of the Na- 
ture of every man, that naturally is engendred of the 
Off-ſpring of Adam; Whereby man ts far gone from Ort- 
ginal Righteouſneſs, and is of his own nature intclined 
2 to 
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to evil; So that the Fleſh Inuſteth always contrary to the 


Spirit. And therefore, -in every» perſon born into this 
world, it deſerveth God's Wrath and Damnation. 


And though this /vfettion of Nature (as our Church 
calls it) be indeed Preternatural, as to the Eſſentials 
of Humane Nature: Yet, being fo far ſpread over all, 
as. to become Univerſal; we now, by Nature, do 
commonly mean, Corrupt Nature; (not as God made 
it, but as we have made it;) And, by Fleſh, or Fleſh 
and Bloud, (eſpecially when contradiſtinguiſhed to 
the Spirit,) is commonly meant, not humane Nature 
fimply conſidered ; but Humane Nature thus Corrupted, 
or /infull Fleſh. 

And in this ſenſe it is, that fleſh and bloud cannot 
inherit the Kingdome of God, 1Cor.15.50. That is; 
not while it remains SirfuZ Fleſh and Bloud. But 
when it ſhall be purged from Sin ; Fleſh and Bloud, 
thus purged from Corruption, (the Eſſentials 'of .Hu- 
mane Nature remaining,) ſhall (after the Reſurre&ion 
of the Body) inherit this-Kingdome of God. - 

The tmeaning therefore, of the Text and Doctrine, 
is this : The nature of Man, though at firſt made 
Pure and Righteous, (and. thereby fitted for: comma: 
nion with God;) is, by the Fall fo depraved, as :tliat 
he is now become naturally prone to. Sin, and averſe tv 
Righteouſneſs; and this natural Propenfion, is further 
improved by Sinfull Prattices; (and ſo more and 
more daily, while this Propenſion laſts ;) which doth 
unfit us for ſuch Communion : So that, before we can 
be in'a capacity to znberit the Kingdome of God; 
there muſt be a New Nature wrought in us, and 
thoſe Propenſions changed for better; a new Prin- 
ciple muſt be inſtilled, which ſhall render us inclina- 
ble to Righteouſneſs, as before we were to Sin. And 

| this 
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this is that which the Text calls, 4 Zeing born again. 

Nor is this fo harſh a Trope, or uncouth Form'of 
Speech, as at firſt view it may ſeem to be : But very 
uſual (with ſome little alteration) 1n all Languages. 

. For denuo naſci, or de novo naſci, (to Le Lorn again, 
or born anew,) is all one as, to have novam maturamn, 
a new nature ; ( Natura, being but a Verbal of Na/: 
cor; Like as qua, is of gy»*) And we know 'tis ve- 
ry uſual, to ſpeak of Good matures, Better natures, New 
natures, &c. when we intend only different Qualities, 
or habitual Propexfions and Inclinations; though with: 
out an Eſſential diverſity. | 

'Tis not indeed fo obvious, to obſerve that Equiva- 
lency, in our own Language ; becauſe:the Noun and 
Verb are not Conjugates, as in the Greek and Latine. 
The word Nature coming by a French ExtraGtion from 
Naſcor:. But, to Bear, and to be\ Born, by. a Saxon, 
from Pario... But both-arewords of the. ſame import. 
For Naſcor doth but ſqpply the Paſſive voice of Pario : 
And they are ſo rendered in Engliſh : Pario, to Bear 
and Naſcor, to be Born. | 

So that, to be born again; or born; anew; is the fame 
as to- have another nature ; a. new nature; to become 
(as we uſe to ſay) another Kind of Man, ( tor kind or 
kin, is from yw@., and that from yewopces Naſcor; 
to become a better naturd Man: And, to be born of 
Ged, is but what we ſay in another Phraſe, to be mace 
partakers of the Divine Nature; (which the Greets 
would. not ſcruple to expreſs by Ozoyeris, or Ayn: 
So, to.be born-of the Spirit, is, to have a ſpiritual 
Nature : Born ot the Fleth; a fleſhly Nature. 

All the difference is this; That what, according 
to the common.: Idioms, - is: expreſſed by Natura ; 1s, 
according to. the Idiom of the Hebrews, expreſſed Ly 
C 3 Natus ; 
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Natus; (a Son, a Child, or being Born) which Idi- 
om, the Writers of the” New Teſtament do. frequently 
follow ; as being much converſant with the Fews ; and 
accuſtomed to their forms of Speech. 

Thus Fohn 8.39. If ye were the Children of Abra- 
ham, ye would doe the works of Abraham; is as much 
as to ſay, If ye had Abraham's nature, ye would 
doe Abraham's works. And again ver. 42, 45. If God 
were your Father, ye would love me; becauſe I came 
from God: But ye are of your Father the Devil ; and 
the Iuſts of your Father ye will doe. That is; If ye 
were of a Godly nature, ye would love him that 
comes from God; But becauſe your nature is Deviliſh, 
your deſigns are ſo too. | 

Thus, Mat. 12. 34. Sons of Belial; a generation of 
Vipers; Iſa. 1. 4. 4 ſeed of Evil-doers; 1 Sam. 20. 
30. Thos Son of the Perverſe Woman Ay Thy 
Father was an. Amorite, and thy Mother an Hittite ; 
(with the like expreſſions ;.) import; ſuch a Nature, 
ſuch a Diſpoſition, as that: of thoſe whoſe Children 
they are ſaid to be. | 

And all, upon that general Notion, That the Off- 
ſpring or Pr are frequently obſerved, to Imitate 
thoſe from whom they proceed. 

Whence that of St. Paul, Ephef. 5. rx. Be ye folow- 
ers of God as dear Children. 

But, for the better underſtandingof this Phraſe, We 
are to conſider further, That we are, in Scriptare, 
calledthe Children of Go, or Sons of God, in at leaft a 
twofold acceptation. Sons of God by Adoption: And, 
Sons of God by Regeneration. 

Which, though they both belong to the fame Per- 
ſons, yet in a very different Notion. The one im- 
ports a Relative change: The other, a Real. | That 

relates 
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relates to the buſineſs of Juſtification : This, to that 
of Sauttification. © | 

Adoption is a Forenfick word ; and implies an a& 
of Grace, or Favour; by which thoſethat by nature 
are uot Sans, come to be ſo Reputed, and are put in- 
to a like condition, as if they were Sons; and are there- 
by intituked to the Inheritance. 

It ;mplics therefore a change of State, not a change 
of Nature ; a Relative, not a Real, change : It doth, 
without conferring a new Nature, create at leaſt a »ew 
Relation, 

But a, Son by Bzr#b, receives from- his Parent, not 
a Relation only, but his very Nature and Being, 

And the Seripture, in calling us the Soxs of God,” 
hath reſpe& to both theſe notions. 

That of Adoption, we have in Gal. 4.4, 5, 7. i the 
' fulneſs of time, .God ſent his Son made of a Woman, made 
under the Law; to redeem them that were under the Law, 
that we wight receive the Adoption' of Sons ; where- 
fore thou art no more a. ſervant, but a Son : And, if 
a Son, then an Heir, &c. And Epbeſ. 1.5. Faving 
predeſtinated us te the adoption of Children. And, if 
Children, theu beirs; heirs of 'God; and joint-heirs 
with Chriſt; ''as tn Rom. 8.17. 

And this, (I take it) is the ſame which by ſome 
Divines is called Poftive Fuſtification ; relating to 
what they call Chriſt's A4#ive Obedience: Which 
they do contradiſtinguiſh, to what they call Negatzve 
Tufttfication; *which they refer to the Paſſrue Obedience 
of Chriſt. 

What Chr:i/# hath done and ſuffered for us, conſider- 
&d as 2 ſatisfattzon to Divine Juſtice; (which they call 
his Paſfue Qbediece,) doth Ranfame us from the 
Curfe of the Law done to us for -Sinz and puts us in 
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a condition of Not-gailty ; (whicft they call Negative 
Fuſtification, or Abſolution.) And by this we are excu- 
ſed from Hell. | | 

But what he hath done or ſuffered, by way of Pur- 
chaſe; Meriting a Reward for us; (which they call, 
his Ave Obedience, ) gives us a title to Heaven, or 
(as it is called Eph. 1.14.) the Inheritance, of that 
Purchaſed Poſſeſſion. And this they call Poſitzve Ju- 

ſtification ; and is in Scripture language, called Adoption. 

Which yet need not be ſo underſtood, as if ſome 
parts of Chriſt's Obedience, were only Satisfattory, 
and not Meritorious ; others, Meritorious only, and 
not Satisfattory : But the ſame obedience, may ſuſtain 
both Conſiderations. Conſidered as Satisfattory, it 
Frees us from Hell: Conſidered as Merztorious, it 
Entitles us to ZZeaver. 

Now 'tis one thing, for a Prince to Acquit a Trai- 
tor, of all Crimes, as well. of Omiſſion, .-as of Com- 
miſſjon ; - which Abſolves him from Puniſhment : Ano- 
ther thing to Adopt him moreover as a Prince, and 
entitle him to a Crown. And though both: be*coinci- 
dent on the ſame Perſon; yet under a different notion : 
The one, as an a&tof Pardon; the other, of Bounty. 

And if a third perſon, by what he doth or ſuffer- 
eth, procure Both for him : 'Tisas to the one, a Sat. 
fattion; as to the other, a Purchaſe. 

Now, Whether we call That, Negative Juſtifica- 
tion ; and This Poſitive Juſtification: Or call Thar, 
Fuſtification ; and This, Adoption: Is but a difference 
of Words, the Notions are ſtill the ſame. 

But neither of theſe, (whether that of Juſtification, 
or that of Adoption,) do properly import, in the Ob- 
ject, a.Real Change, but only a Relative. For the Trai- 
tor, thus .Pardoned, and thus Advanced; may yet re- 

main 
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main a Wicked Perſ&n, and as very an Enemy to his 
Soveraign as he was: betore; .it there be not a change 
wrought: in 'his Mind, as well as in his Relative 
ſtate. Nor is this the Souſþip, which the Text ſpeaks of, 

But, beſide this Soſhip by Adoption; there is alſo a 
Sonſhip by Regeneration ; which the Text mentions, as 
Neellari to thoſe who ſhall See the XFingdome of God. 

And this implies, . (as was faid tetore,) not fo much 
a Relative change, of the State; as a Real change, of 
thePerſon, Except a man bedvorn again, (and thereby 
have a New Nature, as well as a New Relation,) hc 
cannot See the Kingdome of God. - | 

*Tis vain, to think of being the Sonsof God by Ade- 
þtion; unleſs we be his Sons by Regeneratienallo. The 
one never goes without the other. 

For, like as 'tis a Vain thing, totalk of Saving Faith, 
which is not (as occaſion ſerves) attended with Good 
Works: And a Vain thing to talk of being J«/tifed, 
without being Sarttified alſo: So 'tis a Vaur thing to 
talk of Adoption, without Regeneration. For, though 
'the Notions be Difterent; the Things alwaies go toge- 
ther. And are commonly ſo mentioned in Scripture. 

Thus; x Foh. 12, 13. To as many as Received him, 
that is, to as many as believed on his name, (as it is there 
explained,) he gave Power, (Sgnzv) a Right or Pri- 
vilege, (as the Margin renders it,) to be the Sons 
God, to wit, by Adoption: But it then follows); 
which were Born, (to wit, by. Regeneration) mot of the 
will of Man but of God. Thoſe that are the Sons of God, 
by Adoption; muſt be Born again, by Regeneration. 

So Gal. 4; 5, 6. When he had faid, God ſent hu 
Sou, &c. that we might receive the Adoption of Sons ; 
he adds, And becauſe ye are Sons, God hath ſent the 
Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba —_ : 

D That 
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Thar is, the Spirit -of Regeneration ; the ſame Spirit 
by which the Text ſays, ' we muſt be Born again. £x- 
cept a man be born of Water and of the Spirit, (ver.5.) 
he cannot enter into the Kingdome of God. 

And again Rom. 8. 15, 16. We have not received the 
ſpirit of Bondage again, to Fear; but we have received 
the ſpirit of Adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father : 
The Spirit it ſelf bearing witneſs with our Spirits, that 
we are the Sons of God. But how doth he thus bear 
witneſs toour Adoption? He tells. us (ver. 14.) For as 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the Sons 
of. God : By being a Spirit of Regeneration, it beats 
witneſs of our Adoption.' 

For, like as no man can know, that he is Eletted; 
till he know, that he is Fuſtiffed and Santtified : So 
' neither can we know, -that we are Adopted; till we 
firſt know that weare Regenerate. 

Whom he did Fore-know, (faith St.Paul, Rom.8.28.)he 
didalſo Predeftinate to be conformed\to the Image of his 
. Son; that is, whom he deſigned to be Happy, he de- 
ſigned to be Holy: And whom he did thus Predeſti- 
wvate ;, them he Called; them he Fuſtified ; and them he 

Bur, tilt we find'by the Effet, we-were deligned 
to be Holy ; we can never know, that we are deſigned 
to be Hoppy: And, in like manner, Till we find that 
we are led by the Spirit , of Regeneration ; we- can 
'never know that we are the Sons of God, by Adoption. 

 And- our Text, fays the ſame, though in other 
words: Except a man be born again, he cannot ſee the 
Kingdome of God ; that is, 'Except he: be born again , 
by Regeneration; hecannot pretend a'title to the XKing- 

oncef God; by Adoption: ls | ] 

Till-they be horn again; they cannot be Children 

of 
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of the Kingdome ; \ as the Phraſe is, Mar. 13.38. 

Adoption, and Regeneration, alwaies go together. 

Now as, being the Sons of God by Adoption, is the 
Completing of our Fuſtification : &, o become the 
Sons of God by Regeneration, is the Beginning of our 
Santtification. For what, in the Origine or Beginning, 
we..call Regeneration, or a New Birth; that, in the 
Progreſs, we call Santification or a New Life. 

And *tis called, in Scripture, by many other Names, 
to the ſame purpoſe. 

'Tis called, 4 dying to Sin, and being alive to God, 
Rom. 6. 4, 11. that we may thenceforth Walk i» new- 
eſs of Life., To 

'Tis called Comverfionz or, a tarning from darkneſs, 
to light ; from the power of Sathan unto God, A&t.26. 
18. That they may receive forgiveneſs of Sins, and In- 
heritance among thoſe that 'are Santtified. Where you 
ſee Converfion, — ”_ Fuſtification Sy the For- 
grveneſs of Sins,) and Adoption, to the Inheritangg ; 
but 'tis, amongſt thoſe then ſandtifed. "P 

And again, Mat. 18. 3. Except ye 'be Converted, 
and become as little children; ye ſhall not enter into the 
Kingdome of . Heaven. Where, being Converted, is 
the ſame with what the. Text calls, being Borw agas. 

. *Fis, becoming a new Creatare, Gat.g.17." If any man 
be in Chriſt he is a new Creature-: Old things are paſſed 
away, and all things are become new, 2 Cor. 5. 17. 

A.new Heart; a' new. Spirit; Ezek. 36. 26. that is, 
A hew Frame and 'Teraper:of Mind; new Principles, 
new. Propenſionsand Inclinations. | 

To be renewed in the ſpirit of our Minds; Eph.4.23. 

' To be created in Chtiſt Feſus unto good works, (Epli. 
2. 10.) which God hath before ordained that we ſhould 
walk therein : that is: (according to our preſent Idiom,) 

D 2 
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wherein God. hath before. appointed that we ſhould walk. 

'T1s: a-repairing of, God's. Image, in us; which, by 
the Fall.was:Obliterated and Defaced. 

A-pntting off the Old man with his deeds; and put- 
ting on the New man, which is renewed after the Image 
of. him that created him, Col. 3: 9, 10. 

A pore off the Old man, which .is corrupt accord- 
ing to the deceitfull Luſts; and putting on the New man 
which after God is created in » Righteouſneſs and” true 
Holineſs, Eph. 4. 22, 24. 

With many other Expreſſions of like. import. For, 
in expreſſing Spirituatthings:by Metaphors taken fron 
things Senſible: "tis frequent in Scripture, (becauſe no 
ane can adequately reach . it,) :to. make uſe of >» many, 
ſome-way. to Reſemble the thing intended. 

The Reſult of all tends. to this: 'That there. muſt be 
a Change of Nature wrought; inthoſewho are»to .Zv- 
herit the Kingdome of God. "Not, as to. the Eſſentials 
ofgfarmane. Nature ; but,. as to the: perverſe. inclinations. 
of corrupt. Nature... Whence thoſe. who by: Nature; 
(as naw. Corrupted,) are-prone-to Evil ; may, from a 
new : Principle. become in Love - with + God. '.\ And 
that, in order thereunto, we muſt. have, not -only«.4 
Principle of Reaſon, (from our-Firſt Birth) :to:a&t as 
Men ; but. a Principle ,of Grace: alfo - (from our ;new 
Birth) to act as Good . Men. For an Evil Tree, Heh. 
12.15,” 0r (a Root- of Ritterneſs,) will never, Mat.7.T7. 
bring forth-gaod Fruit 5\But . the: Tree. muſt . be ' made 
good ,- Mat. 12.3 3-. that the: Fzxir may: be ſa.:atfo; 
There muſt be a New, Nature; td bring: forth a New 
Life. | Moan Ba nid) oy a ain v\ vl) 

ve now done with the .Explication:of:4he Text 

and Doctrine. . -. A $2: haddovka: 
There;be two. things yet>-remaining ; —_— 
| 4 tnere 
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there had been time for it) were proper enough to have 
been here diſcuſled. 

rt. From wheace it is, that this neceſſity of a New 
Birth proceeds. 

2. By what Power it muſt be wrought. 

The firſt of them we have touched by the way, in 
ſhewing, It is not Zumane Naturegg as God made it; 
but Corrupt Nature, that makes this work neceſſary. 
For if we had not Degenerated from what God at firſt 
made us; there would not have been that need of be- 
ing Regenerated, which now there is. 

The latter, is intimated, partly by the word arw- 
Sz in the Text ; and partly in Chri/t's further Expli- 
cation (wer. 5.) Except a man be bornof Water, and of 
the Spirit. For that which is born of the Fleſh, is but 
Fleſh : 'Tis that which is born of the Spirit, is Spirit. 

But theſe (the time not permittingy 'I muſt either 
Orit altogether ; or at leaſt reſerve till another Teaſon. 


TEL 
The Neceſſity of 
REGENERATTION. 


SERMON 


Preached' before -the | 
a of OXFORD 


| October gth. 1657. 


St. MarysOxon. 


JOHN 1j. 3. 
Feſus anſwered and ſaid.unto him, Verily verily I ſay unto 
thee, Except a.man be born again, he cannot ſee the 
K, ingdome of God. 


Have heretofore begun the handling of this Text ; 
and (through God's aſſiſtance) hope 'now. to: fi 
nulh it. 


By 
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By the Kingdome of God, is meant, all that happy 
eſtate which the Children of God (thoſe that are born 
of him) do enjoy, as well here, as herealter. 

This the Scripture doth uſually fet forth by Meta- 
phors taken from all thoſe things which, amongſt 
men, are accounted excellent, or defirable ; either as 
Neceſſary, as Pleaſant, as Profitable, as Glorious, or 
on what other conſideration ſoever, (as being much ' 
more deſirable than all theſe put together ) and, 
amonglt the reſt, by that of a Xingdome. | 

'Tis called here the Kingdome of God , and the 
Kingdome of Heaven, elſewhere; by way of Eminence, 
andof Contradiſtin&tion, to'thoſe on Earth, thoſe of 
Men; as much ſurpaſſing them as Heaven is high 
above the Earth. 

This Xingdome, is commonly diſtinguiſhed into that 
of Grace, and that of Glory. And they are both here 
intended in the word Kingdome. - But eſpecially the 
latter : Thoſe of Grace, being included in the tormer 
words, Except a man be born again; except he do here 
attain the Kingdome of Grace, he cannot hope here- 
after to ſee that of Glory. 

To ſee this Kingdome, is not, ſo to ſee it as the 
Rich Glutton ſaw Lazarus in Abraham's boſome, Luke 
16.23. (to ſee it a far off, without being the better 
for it:) But, ſo as when Chriſt ſays, Mat. 5.8. Bleſſed 
are the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee God; and Saint 
Paul, Heb. 12. 14. Without Holineſs no man ſhall ſee 
the Lord: That is, to ſee it, as to Enjoy it, and have 
a ſhare in it. 

And he that -would thus See the Xing dome of God, 
muſt (the Text tells us) be born again: That is, he 
muſt have a New Nature, a new Nativity. He muſt 
by Regeneration, or his Firſt Birth, or a Second Birth, 


become 
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become a Child of God, a Child of Grace, as, by Gene- 
—_ or his Firſt Birth, he is a Child of Man, a Child 
of S1n. 

.Now we are, in Scripture, called the Children of God, 
in a double ſenſe: Children of God by Adoption, and 
Children of God by Regeneration. Which, though they 
both belong to the ſame Perſons ; yet in a very different 
Notion. 

The one implies a change of State or Condition : As 
when a Perſon who, by nature, is not a Son; is, by A- 
doption put into ſuch a condition as if he were a Son ; 
and intituled to the Inheritance. 

The other implies a change of Nature or Diſpe/ition : 
As when a Lion becomes as a Lamb; when a Fierce na- 
ture becomes Meek and Gentle; when a Wicked man 
becomes Holy. | | 

Like as, tis one thing for a Prince to Pardon a Male- 
fatour ( and put him into a condition of Not-guilty : ) 
Another thing, to make him an Honeſt man, and not in- 
clinable to the like offence again. 

The former of theſe, relates to Juſtification; the other, 
to Sanctification. Adoption, being the compleating of 
Juſtification; as Regeneration, is the beginning of San- 
Ctification. And *tis the latter of theſe, that the Text 
means in being born again. 

But, though the Notions be different; the Things do 
alway go both together. And fo the Text tells us, Ex- 
cept a man be Born again, he cannot See the Kingdome 
God. We cannot exped& to be the Sons of God by Adop- 
tion, and ſo intituled to the Xingdome of God ; unleſs we 
be firſt the Sons of God by Regeneration, and ſo made 
partakers of the*Dzivine Nature. 

And this is the Reſult of what we difcourſed more 
fully the laſt time: To ſhew the neceſſity of this Change 
of Nature, ia thoſe who ſhall ſee _ Kingdome of _ 

There 
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There remain-yet twothings to be (as we then faid) 
conſidered. 1. From whence it is that this Neceſlity of a 
new Birth proceeds. And 2. By what Power it muſt be 
wrought. And, after that, to make Application. 

. As to the Firſt of theſe; the Ground of this Necellity : 
We are to conſider of Man, in a double- capacity : Firſt 
as God made him; and ſecondly, as he made himſelf. 
God made man upright (faith Solomon) but he hath found 
eur many Inventions, Ecclel. 7.29. | 

God, at firſt, created man after his own Tmage, Gen. 1. 
26, 27. In Knowledge, Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, 
Eph. 4. 24. Col. 3; 10. Void of all Sin, Habitual, or Ac- 
tual. And, had we continued in ſuch a-ſtate as wherein- 
God made us; there would have been no neceflity of 
this change of Nature. We had then, without it, con-- 
tinued Holy, and Happy. Had there been no Sin, there 
had been no need of a New-birth. Had: there not been 
2 Degeneration, from what God made us at firſt, there 
had been no need of a Regeneration; to reeſtate us in it: 

But Man, by Sin, having loſt his Holyneſs ; loſt his: 
Happineſs alſo. As by One man Sin came upon All : So, 
Death, or Miſery, the Effe& of Sin. 

Rom. 5. 12, By one man Sin entered into the Worll : 
and Death by Sin : And Death paſſed upon all men, for 
that all have ſinned: Or (as the Margin reads it) in whom 
all have finnzd. (And ſo Grotius renders .it e» &, per. 
quem, By whom.) Ver. 14. Even upon-them who had not- 
fruned after the fimilitude of Adam's tranſgreſton: That is, 
(as it 1s commonly underſtood,) even on Children, who- 
had not ſinned by imitation, or as Adam did; And ſo 
Grotius, etiam pueros nullius.commiſf reos, v.13. From 
whence St. Paul there infers, that there is Sin, even 1n- 
fuch: As without which they would not have been ſubject : 
to Death. 


And £ 
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And Davzd tells us of himfelt, P/al. 51. 5. 7 was ſha- 
..-pen in. iniquity, and in fin did my mother conceive me. © 

And St. Pax! likewiſe Rom. 7.18. 1 know that in me, 
(that is, in my fleſh,) dwelleth no good thing. Ver. 19. 
The Good that I would do, I do not; but the Evil which 
iT would not do, that I do. Ver.22. I delight in the Law 
"of God after the Inward man: Ver.23. But 1 ſee another 
Law in my” Members, warring againſt the Law of my 
Mind; and bringing me into captivity to the Law of Sin. © 

Nor need we here diſpute the point, whether St. Pau/ 
ſpeak this of himſelt as in his Regenerate condition ; or, 
-1n his Unregenerate : For, either way, it ſerves our pur- 
pole well enough ; That there is in man, at leaſt betore 
his Regeneration, ſuch Habitual Corruption, as makes 
him thus Prone to Sin, and Averſe to Good. How much 
of it remains afterward, (becauſe that we are Sanctified 
but in part,) is, to our prefent purpole, not neceſlary. 
But, that there is too much of it, even thoſe that are the 
moit SanCtified, find cauſe to bewail. 

This Depravation of Nature, or, as our Church calls 
it, Infettion of Nature, ſhe hath fo well deſcribed in her 
9th. Article, that I will not take upon me to mend ir. 
She calls it, there, Original Sin; and declares it to be 
The Fault and Corruption of the Nature of every man, that 
waturally is engendred of the Off-ſpring of Adam : Where- 
by man is far gone from Original Righteouſneſs ; and is, of 
his own Nature, Inclined to Evil: So that the Fleſh luft- 
eth alwaies againſt the Spirit. And therefore, in eve 
perſon horn into this world, it deſerveth God's Wrath and 
Damwuation. With more to the ſame purpoſe. 

I donot intend here, ta enter into a nice diſcourſe of 
Original Sin ; What it is, or By what means it comes to 
be derived upon us. It isenough, for our preſent pur- 
poſe, which our Church faith explicitely ; That fuch a 
thing there is ; That by this we are Inclined to Evil; That 
E 2 it 
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it is Univerſal to all naturally. deſcended from - Adam ; 
Thar it ſticks ſo cloſe to us as to be called Our own Nas 
ture;. and That-:it deſerves God's Wrath and Damnation. 

Now, this being our Nature, as we proceed- from A- 
dam; there will be need of another Nature, before we 
can be accepted.of God. 

Which I do not mean, of a Phyſical change; as ts 
the Eſſentials. of Humane Nature: But, of a Moral 
change; asto the Propenſions-and. Inclinations. of it. 

And this Change of Nature is that- which the Text 
means by being Born again, For ( though our Eng/iſh- 
Tongue do not ſo much favour. it). Nova Natura, and de 
novo Naſci, are all one. A new Nativity, is, a new 
Nature. | 

And it is the Zebrews common form of Speech, (which 
the Greek in the New Teſtament doth uſe to follow, ) 
to call men the Sons of ſuch, whoſe Natures they. imis 
tate: ( Upon a common preſumption, that Animals are 
of the ſame nature with thoſe trom which they deſ- 
cend.): 

Thus, A Generation of Vipers ; A- ſeed of Evil doers; . 
Children of Belial-; Te are of your Father the Devil; and 
the like ;-1imply as much, as a Viperous, Wicked: and 
Nevilith Nature. And, contrariwiſe, to be Born of God, 
on the Child of God, is, to: be like-God, to be made par- 
taker of a Divine Nature. And Chrift-to the Phariſees, 
Joh. 8. 39. If ye were the Children of Abraham, ye 
would do the works.of Abraham: v..44. But ye are of your 
Father the Devil, and the Luſts of your Father ye will ds. 
That is; If you had. Abraham's Nature, you would A& - 
like Abraham :: But, being of a Devilith Nature, you 
A&t accordingly: | | | | 

And. thus much-for the Ground or Reaſon of this Ne- 
ceſſity. It 1s-the Corruption of our owns. Nature, that 
makes .t: neceſlary: ro have a ew Nature; before we; can 

ſee: 
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ſee the Kingdome of God ; where no unclean thing may 
enter ; Eph. 4.22. We muft put off the Old man, which us 
Corrupt according to therdeceitfull luſts : v.23. And be Re» 
newed in the ſpirit of our Minds: v.24. And put on the 
New man, which after God is created in Righteouſneſs and 
true Holyneſs. 

We-are next to conſider, By what Power it is,- that 
this Change of Nature muſt be wrought. 

And this, Chriſt tells, (oh. 3. 5.) muſt be by the. Spi- 
rit, Except a man be born of Water and of the Spirit. 
'Tis not enough that- a man be waſhed-with Water, 
(ſuch as were many of the Fewiſh Cleanſings,” and Ini- 
tiations; but infufficient to waſh away Sin :) He muſt 
be born of the Spirit alſo; and by that be cleanſed: from 
the pollutions ot Nature ; if ever. he ſee the: Kingdome 
of God. Ver. 6. For that which is born of the Fleſh is 
but Fleſh; "tis that which is born of the Spirit, that is Spi- 
rit, | 
To be born of the Fleſh, is enough to give us a Fleſh- 
ly Nature.;. that: of a Reaſonable creature, or a Sinfull 
creature :. And to be walhed with-Water, may take a- 
way-the Filth of the Body; But it muſt be a: Spiritual” 
birth, - that gives us a Spiritual nature :. and it -muſt .be 
the Laver of Regeneration, and the Renewing of the holy 
Ghoſt, Tit. 3.5. that waſheth away the Filth. of Sin. 

No man comes tome, ſaith Chriſt, Joh: 6-144. except the 
Father who ſent me draw him. *Tis according to his Ds. 
vine Power (faith Peter, 2 Pet. 1.3.) that we are made 
partakers of. the Divine Nature, v..q. *Tis by —__— 
of his Son, (faith St. Paul, Gal. 4. 6.). which:God ſens in- 
to our hearts, whereby we are inabled. to cry. Abba Fa 
ther. Thoſe to whom there is no condemnation,. ( Rom. 
8. 1.) are they who walk. not after the Fleſhy but . aftex 
' the Spirit :. Thoſe who have another principle. of. Life, 
and Action, Þy Spiritual Regeneration; than that.of the 
l E 3 Fleſh, 
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Fleth, by Carnal Generation. Ver. 5. For they that are 
after the Fleſh, do mind the thi gs of the Fleſb ; but they 
that: are after the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. Ver. 6. 
For to be carnally minded (peimuce * onexos) is Death ; 
but (peinua Ts m4 ual.) to be Spiritually minded, 
is Life and Peace : v.7. Becauſe the carnal mind ( poln- 
ue © oor) is Enmity againſt God ; for it is not fubjedt 
to the Law of God, neither indeed can be. Ver. 8. $8 
then, they that are in the Fleſh, cannot Pleaſe God. V. yg. 
But ye are not in the Fleſh, bt in the Spirit; if ſo be 
that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now, if any have not 
the Spirit of Chrift ; he is noxe of his. Ver. 13. For, if 
ye live after. the Fleſh ; ye ſhall dye: but if ye, through 
the Spirit, do mortifte the deeds of. the Body; ye-(hall 
Live. Ver. 14. For as many as are led by the Spirit of 
God; they are the Sons of God. With much more there 
to the fame purpoſe. | 

_ I know very well, that the nameof the Spirit, in this 
looſe age, is made matter of Burlesk and Drollery. But 
fo are all the ſacred things of God : His Being, and Pro» 
vidence; Heaven, and Hell: and the day ot Judgment. 
Yet we muſt not therefore be Drolled out of our Religi- 
on. The Truths of God, will ſtill be the Truths of 
God, notwithſtanding the Follies of men. 

'Thoſe Admonitions of (uexch not the Spirit, x Thel. 
4-19. Grieve not the Spirit, Eph. 4.30. Walk in the Spi- 
Tit, and ye ſhall not fulfil the luſts of the Fleſh, Gal. 5. 16. 

were intended for ſerious Advice. And why ſhould we 
Grieve that Spirit; which ts to be our Comforter, Foh.14. 
26. and 15. 26. by whom we are ſealed to the day of 
Redemption? Eph. 1. 13. and 4 30. 

A + in goodearneſt, Pal. 5r. 10. Create 
in me a clean Heart, O God, and renew a right Spirit with« 
in me :. v. 11. Take not thy holy Spirit from me - v. 12. Up: 
hold me with thy free Spirit. 7; i 
Nor 
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Nor did God: mock us, when he promiſed to "pour his 
Spirit upon all fleſh, Joel 2.28. Nor Chriſt, when he fays 
Efis. Father will give his holy Spirit to them that ask; 
Luke 11. 13. 

And the Threatnings of God are very ſevere, againſt 
thole that- do deſpite to the Spirit of Grace, Heb. 10. 29; 
and who Blaſpheme or ſpeak againſt the holy Spirit, Mart: 
I2.31, 3%. 

Nor Will the Follies of ſome, (who may pretenJ1-to 
what they have not,) Excuſe the Malice ot others, who: 
make a Mock of Holy things. 

But, to return : This Charge of Nature muſt, I fay, 
be wrought by the Spirit of God. 

Not but | that we muſt be Attive alſo; in a diligent 
uſe of the Means of Grace, whereby God's Spirit doth 
ordinarily work Grace in us; as Praying, Hearing and 
Reading the Word of God, keeping his Sabbaths ; and 
other ot his Ordinances. For God hath appoinzed them 
for thatvery-end: that the Spirit of God-may, by them, 
work Grace 1n us. 

But we are ſo to uſe them, as yet to look beyond 
them.; and wart tor a wor of-God by his Spirit vpon 
our: hearts , © in” concurrence with them, to make them 
eftetual ro us. 

I have Planted (faith Paxl, 1 Cor. 3.6.) and Apoll 
Watered; but God gave the Increaſe. Ver. 7. So then, 
either is he that Planteth any thing, neither he that Wa- 
tereth; ( that is, nothing in compariſons) ButGeod that 
grveth the Increaſe. 

Hence it is, that under the fame Means of Grace, and 
the fame Arguments uſed to perſwade us, exe is taken 
and another left, Mat. 2.4.40, 41. (as Chriſt ſpeaks mn a 
like caſe: ) one converted ,. .and another remains obdy- 
rate :.'And, to the fame perſon; rhere be ſome 9774 
tempora fandi ; thoſe. Arguments at one-tune Pony 
which. 
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which at-another time do not. And, when they do, it 
is not without a. ſpecial concurrence of God with them; 
and not meerly from other Circumſtantials, or a power 
of our own without it. 

And our Church faith the ſame, (in her Tenth Arti- 
cle;) in the words: 7he Condition of Man, after the Fall 
of Adam, is ſuch, that he cannot turn or prepare himſelf, 
by his own natural ſtrenzth and good works, to Faith and 
Calling upon God : Wherefore we have no pewer to do good 
works pleaſant and acceptable to God, without the Grace of 
God by Chriſt, Preventing us, that we may have a good 
will ; and Working with us, when we have that good\will. 

If any ſhall yet inquire, as Nicodemus here, ' ow can 
theſe things be 2 Joh. 3. 10. How is it, that God, or his 
Spirit, can thus work upon our hearts, Man-being a tree 
Agent ; or How this is conſiſtent with the Freedome of 
Man's will; or the like: 

I do not know, that we are obliged to trouble: our 


ſelves with thoſe nice Inquiries. Sure it is, that,” when 


we act, we act Freely ; not againſt our wills, 
augulte Certum eſt, nos velle _ — ſed Deus ye 
ut velimus: is a known ſaying in the caſe. When we 
will, "tis voluntary; but *tis God makes us thus to will. 
And St. Paul long before, t is God which worketh in us; 
both. to Will and to Do, of his good pleaſure, Phil.2.13. 

As to the Manner of it; It we ſay, God works we 
know not how; it doth not therefore tollow, that hedoth 
not work. If we do not know, How the bones grow in the 
womb of her that is with child, Eccleſ. 11. 5. (which yet, 
we-know, do grow;) we may, as likely, be ignorant, 
How God works in the New-birth. 

We havein Fob 38. a great many hard Queſtions, con- 
cerning Natural things, which . God himſelf puts to Fob, 
( to check his curioſity in higher matters,) which would 
trouble any of us to anſwer, as to the particular manner; 
and 
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and yet, in general, that the things be ſo, we cannot 


S. Paul, Rom. 9. 19. to ſuch captious Queſtions, Wh 
doth he yet complain ? for who hath refiſted his wills 
makes this grave Reply, v. 20. Nay but, O Man, who art 
thou that diſputeſt againſt God ? *Tis hard for us to ſer 
'bounds to the Almighty; to ſay, what he doth; or 
what he may doe. 'Modeſty becomes us herein.” Yain 
man (faith Zophar in Fob, Job 1. 12.) would weeds be 
-wiſe : - though man be born like a wild Aſſes Colt. Nor is 
it-for us to-give Law to the Almighty, or'/ay unto him, 
What doeſt- thou ? | . 

And: here, - if ever, that counſel of Solomon is 'feaſon- 
ble, Eecl. 5.2. Be not raſh with thy mouth, and let not 
thy heart be haſty, to utter any thing before God"; for God 
” in heaven and thou upon earth; therefore let thy words 

ew.” - 

=_ our Saviour here to Nicodemus, from our Igno- 
rance in Earthly things, pleads for a modeſt Submiſii- 
onin things of a higher nature : Foh. 3.8. The Wind blow» 
-eth' where it liſteth ; thou heareſt the . ſound thereof, but 
\canſt not tel whence. it cometh, and. whither it goeth : So 
is every one that is born of the Spirit. Ver. 12. And, if 
in Earthly things, weare at a loſs, how much more 
Heavenly. 12 To 

And Solomon, to the fame purpoſe ( in the place be- 
fore cited,) Eccl. 11.5. As thou knoweſt not what js the 
way of the Spirit, nor how the bones grow in the womb of 
her that is with child - Even ſo thou knoweſt not the 
works of God, who maketh all. | 
- *Tis commonly , either' from.a vain Curioſity , or 
proud” Arrogance, that makes men -over Confident in 


@. I find; the Church of God, int the firſt Ages of the 
World, did for a long time: (for ought we ſee) reſt _ 
A F 
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fied with that firſt general promiſe, That the Seed of the 
Woman ſhould break the Serpents head, Gen. 3.25. That 
God would, by ſome born of a Woman, find a way 
(they knew not how) to deliver us from.that wretched 
condition, which by the Serpents malice and ſubtilty 
was brought upon us: Without being over inquiſitive, 
When, or How, or By whom it jhould be brought 
about : Till God ſaw fit, in his own time, upon the com- 
ing of our Saviour, to declare it more plainly and fully. 

And in like manner, when God promiles, to. circam- 
ciſe our heart, Deut. 6. 30. to give us a. new heart, .aud 
put a new ſpirit within us, Ezek. 36.2.6. to take amay.the 
heart of ſtone and give us a heart of fieſh, Ezek.11. 19. to 
put his Law in our inward parts, and write it in aur bearts, 
Jer. 31.33. to put his fear in our hearts, that we ſhall not 
depart from him, Jer. 32. 49. We may well reſt ſatisfied, 
that he who hath ſaid it, can doe it ; without cavilling, 
or nice inquiring, #ow can theſe things be ? 

And the like, when God threatens to harden Pha- 
raoh's heart, Exod. 4. 21.and 7. 3. or, to make the heart 
of the people fat; that hearing they may hear, but nat wn- 
derftand, Wai.6. 9,10. and ſering they may ſee, but not 
perceive, Mat. 13. 14:45. Towwit, by kaving: them. to 
their patyral ha and:blindneſs; without correRting 
it by his Spirit. Now that which hereby we prove, 
is this; Not, that God: forces us. to will againtt our 
wills; (for that in-ſenſ#: compeſito as to the Elicite Act, 
4 impoſiible, as implying a contradiction: in the terms ; 
for, as to what we will, we are fo far willing:). But, 
that, by the Spirit we are born again ; that is, that God, 
by his Spirit, works.in-us a.new. Nativity, a new * Na- 
ture; thatis, 2 new: Habit of Grace ; whereby we are 
inclined to Love and Delight in. Good, as, by tha;het 
bitual Corruption of. our. Nature ,, we are. inclined to 


Evil. | 
And 
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And this is the concurrent dodrine'of the Schools; 
Who (I think ) do generally allow, that our Souls are 
capable of Intuſed'Habits, as well asacquired. 

And'if, by derivation from our firſt parents, we be 
capable of habitual Corruption; I ſee not why we ſhould: 
doubt, but that we are alike capable of habitual Grace. 

And* of -this, for ought I know, as early as of that. 
For like as there may be habitual Corruption, before we 
be in a- capacity (for want of the uſe of Reaſon) to com- 
mit ACtual Sin: So may God, as early, put into our 
hearts the Seeds 'of Grace; which may afterwards, when 
occaſion ſhall ſerve, bring forth the Fruits of good living; 
He may, I fay, when he pleaſe ; not, that he alwaies 
ſo doth. | 

Wereade of 1faiah, that he was called from the womb; 
Ifai. 49: x. and of Feremiah, Jer. 1. 5. Before thou cameſt 
out of the womb, I Santtified thee : and of Fohn the Bap- 
tiſt, that he ſhould be fed with the holy Ghoſt, eve from 
his mothers womb, Luk. 1.15. 

And our Church preſumes, of Infants, that they be, at 
leaſt ſome of them Regenerate when Baptized. And 
therefore, For as much as all men are conceived 
.and born in Sin ; and that our Saviour Feſus --=p=x" 4 
- Chriſt ſays, None can enter into the 'Kingdome tags. 
of God, except he be Regenerate and Born anew, 
of Water and of the holy Ghoſt : doth dire& us to call up- 
on God'the Father, through our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that 
.of his founteous mercy, he will grant t0 this Child, that 
thing which by Nature he cannot have : And doth pray” 
accordingly, that God will Waſh him ant Santtifie him 
with the holy Ghoſt : And that he may receive remiſſion of 
. Sins by -Spiritnal Regeneration. 

Nor is the Holy Ghoſt leſs able to work effectually. 
afterwards: Elfe, why are we taught toprayto | _ 
God, to grant us true repentance, and his holy 
: F 2 Spirit, 
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Spirit, that the things may pleaſe. hin which we doe at 

preſent, and that the reſt of cur life hereafter, may ol war 
whe and holy : That af our doings may be ordered 

Thas d Col. by his Government, to doe. alwaies that which 

is righteous in bis fraht. | | ' 

And , for the King's Majeſty , That God will re.. 
pleniſh him with the grace of- his Spirit, that he 
may alwaies incline to God's will, and walk in 
his waies : and to endue hin plenteoufly with 
heavenly Gifts. | | | 
And, for the Royey nga 4 That Gas will _endue 
| ., them with his holy Spirit, and enrich them: 
Roze _ " with his heavenl OE i Et + nem 
' And for the Clergy, That God will ſend upon pur. 

Biſhops and Curates, and” all Congregations :com- 
Crs). mitted to their charge, the healthful Spirit. of 
his Grace. FP FF o { 

And for our ſelves, . That being Regenerate and: 
Criſtmas. ade bis "Children by. 3 S668 and Grace, = 
way be daily renewed by his holy Spirit... ba. 
er day, , I bat, as, by bis ſpecial” Grace. Preventing us,” 
—_—— puts into our minds good Defires ; obs his: 
continual #1elp,.we may: bring, the ſame. to good Bled. K 

L 23 "That, . by his . holy Inſpiration, we+, may 
s- Sunday at 7; *k thoſe things that be.good; and, by hys: 
ter Eafter. ; C Ve the pay 

; mercifull Guiding, we may Perform the ſame." 
That, : God, who did teach the hearts of. his- 
| aithfull people, by jending them. the light of» 
his holy Spirit ; will grant us, by the ſame $pirit,. to-have- 
a right judgment in all things. . oo on on; 

| That, becauſe, by: the weakneſs.of ,our-mortat:, 
nature, we can doe no good thing without. him; 
| he-will grant us the help of his Grace ; that in 
keeping his commandments we may pleaſe bim, both in Wall: 
aud Deed: ' rt 1 SOS) 
| Thar, 


Prayer for 
theKing. 


Whitſunday. / 


1. Sunday af- 
ter Trinity. 
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434; 


hat he wilt Grant #5 the. Spirit, to Think and 


p 


works. - RL, 03G, 140 TY $3.S ] 41 i 

That, 4lmighty.God, will cleanſe the Thoughts © - __, 
of. our jr Garg the inſpiration of: his how wy <r x 4 
rit; that we may perfettly love him, and wor- mens. 
thily.. magnify his holy . Name., With much | 
mare, in- the Prayers:of: our Church, - to: the ſame pur». 

C, i! 1! 40D G1 ) 70 34297; RASEL 7-00 

All which implies; that there is a power!in God, to . 
work. in our Souls,: by his Spirit, ſuch-a gracious frame : 
and temper of. Heart, (inclining it to Good, as. before it - 
was to Evil,).as,. without 4t,.would not haye been. - 

. And. truly.it, we tp allow, that the, Wiſdome of man,” 
by. moral Arguments and ratjonal Diſcourſe, -may-(with- , 
out doing violence -to his Will.) - perſwade another to. - 
Think otherwiſe, than before be did; .and to Doe, what... 
otherwiſe,he would not have done ;-(which yet, when - 
he doth, he doth Freely :) Nay more, -it a Glaſs of Wine, -. 
(though taken moderately, and - without  excel(s,). may. . 
give a man that-Lite, Vigour and; Alacrity, as tomake 
tnm almoſt ' another. man; - to. Speak, .'Think,. and Dog, -. 
wo dl '» would. not, or. leaſt. not a ack a Manner: 
and. to ſuch a Degree:- Surely wemay.allow the Wiſdomeg..., 
of-God, and the Efficacy of ans + ary" 

oAet- - 3 inp. 
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ing upon, our Freedome,) to doe as much, or more than 


ſo: And, either without, or in concurrence with, fuch: 


moral Swaſions, to put that Warmth into our hearts, as 
to att beyond what, without 1t, we ſhould have done. 


Nor is there any: reaſon to fear, that ſuch Inclination: 
to Good, from the Spirit of God, ſhould prejudice the- 
Freedome of our Will; any more, if ſo much, as the- 


Inclination to Evil from .our - own Corruption, or the 
Temptations of  Sathan. 

Eſvecially, ſince that the Bleſſed Angels, and the Glo- 

rified Saints in: Heaven. (where Sorrow and Sin ſhall be 

- no more) ſhall, as Freely, Love God, and Praiſe him, 
as we on Earth can do: Notwithſtanding that they ſhall 
be.then, not only Inclined to, but Confirmed in Good, 
and. not in-a' capacity to Sin : Not, for want of Free- 
dome-:; but; as having no Inclination to Evil. 

All which is not faid, to incourage any man in Sloth 
or Tdleneſfs- (in doing what is his Duty;) upon pretence 
of waiting on the Spirit of God to doe all tor him: But. 
rather, to a diligent uſe of all the Means of Grace, in 
hope of his concurrence ; and to Implore withall the Di- 

 vineGoodneſs, to Afi/t us mercifally; To Pre. 
Communion eur ws in all our doings, with his moſt gracions 
Favour, and further us with his continual help; 

that in all our Works Begun, Continued and Ended in him, 
we may have his bleſſing on them. According to Solomon's 
advice in a like caſe, Eccl. 11.6. In the Morning ſow thy 


Seed, and in Evening withold not thy hand : For thou 


knoweſt not whether ſhall proſper, either this, or that ;; 
or whether they ſhall both be alike Good. And St. Paul 
makes the like Inference from the fame Premiſes, Phz/. 
2.12, 13. Work out your own ſalvation with Fear and 
Trembling; For it is God thateworketh in you both to Will 
and-to Doe, of . his good pleaſure. And, if we be not fail. 


ing on our-part;- we. have great ncomagement'to believe; 


that 
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that God (though a Free Agent) will not. be wanting to 
give his holy Spirit to thoſe that ark him, Luk. 11.13. '! 


Now ( for Application) this Do&rine (concerning the 
Neceſſity of Regeneration, in thoſe who ſhall ſee the King- 
dome of God) doth vindicate our Church :(whoſe Doc- 
trine.it'is) from-the Reproach and Calumny caſt upon 
her Dodtrine: As if, when ſhe fays, that we are Fufti- - 
fied by Faith only, ſhe taught a Looſe and Eaſy way of 
coming to Heaven, without Regeneration, SanCtifica- 
tion ; or, Good Works, the. Effect of both. 

'Tis very true, ſhe faith in her 11h. Article, We are 
accounted Righteous before God, only for the Merit of our 
Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt by Faith ; and not for our 
own Good Works or Deſervings. Wherefore, That we are 
Fuſtified by Faith only, is a moſt Wheteſome Dottrine.and 
very Comfortable. (And more, to the fame purpoſe in - 
the Homily to which that Article refers.) 

But, though ſhe fay We are Fuſtified by Faith only ; 
ſhe doth not fay, there ,is nothing more, requiſite to - 
Salvation. For we-muſt be Santtified, as well as Faſti-- 
fied,” if ever we be:Saved.. | | 

And therefore, that we may not poſſibly miſtake her 
Dottrine- (unleſs wilfully) ſhe adds in the Next. words - 
(which are her Tweltth Article) A4/beit that Good 
Works, which are the fruits of Faith,and follow after Juſtaff- 
cation, cannot put away our Sins, and indere the ſev - 
of God's Fudgment : Tet are they pleaſing and acceptable to- + 
God in Chriſt ; aud do ſpring out neceſſarily of a true and 
lively Faith : 'In ſo much as, by them, a lrvely Faith may 
be evidently known, as a Tree hihcerned by the. Fruit. . 


But (which: is her | Tirteenth Articke) Works doxs'be- 
fore the Grace of Chriſt, 'and the Inſpiration 'of his Spi- 
rats. ate not pleaſant to God  Foraſmuch as they ſpring not 
from Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. Neither do they make. man 

Meet 
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«Meet to-recerve' Grate, or { as the School Authors ſay) 
Deſerve Grace of Conpgriity, "© by 
Our Church theretore, in teaching Juſtification by 
« Faith only; doth not teach us, That we need no-moreto 
- carry usto Heaven, -but only a Sanguine Beliet that we 
ll cocs)cherny and may theneetorth live as we lift, 
; without Holineſs; or a' Godly, Righteous i-and ſober Life, 
-For ſhe makes this Neceſſary to bring us to Heaven; as 
. well as Faith, or Juſtification it felt. And a-pretence 
.of Faith without this, ſhe doth not' own for Faith, but 
Preſumption. She owns none for a true and lively Faith, 
-but what is attended" herewith, as the Neceſſary Fruit 
thereof, only ſhe doth diſtinguiſh, what of this belongs 
-to Juſtification, and what to SanCtification : Which o- 
- -thers labour ſtudiouſly to Confound. 
- If any pleaſe to Cavil, That, if we be- Juſtified b 
Faith only, then there need no more to Save us; becauſe 
God Saves all that he Juſtifies : / "ENT 
-I fay, This Cavil, might- ſeem to have ſome weight 
in it; if God did Juſtify any, whom he doth not Sanc- 
tify alſo. A. | , | 
A Prince, I confeſs, may ſometimes Pardon a 'Malce- 
faQour, (and ſo. Juſtify him, or put hin! in'oa Condition 
of Not-gailty,) without making him an Honeſt Man : 
But God never Juſtifies any, whom he doth not- alſo 
Sanftify. And therefore 'tis, here, the fame thing to 
© infer, That a man may be Santtified. without Holineſs ; 
as, That he may be Saved withoutit ;- if Juſtified/by 
Faith only. | | | | 
But if any indeed there be (I confeſs I know none, ex- 
cept the Papiſt,) that hold, a man may be Juſtified and 
Saved; without being SanCtified: I have nothing to' ſay 
inthe defence of ſuch. . Nor is this the Doctrine of our 
Church, when ſhe ſays, We are Fuſtified by Faith only. 
And,..for any to load her Do&trine, with ſuch Conſe- 
| quences, 
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quences, 1s great Ignorance; or, ſomewhat Worſe. But 
] proceed. 

The two-great Enemies to the Do&rine before us (the 
neceſlity of Regeneration and SanCtification, in order to 
Salvation, and, conſequently, of Good Works, the effe&t 
thereof; ) are, the Atheiſt, and the Papiſt: With whom 
we may join thoſe who Symboliſe with either, ſo far as 
they ſo do. 

With the Atheiſt (who thinks there ts no God,) I join 
the Profane Debauched Perſon, who fo lives as if there 
were none: Such as Profeſs that they know God; but, in 
Works, Deny him: being Abominable, and Diſobedient, 
and, to every good Work, Reprobate, Tit. 1. 16. 

Theſe men have as little veneration for Heaven and 
—_ as the Papiſts have for the Word of God : 
Which they can make uſe of, as a Noſe of Rt 
Wax bow Phraſe it) to ſerve a preſent — 
turn ; ſo far as it makes for them: but, as to much of it, 
they. had rather it were not at all: And, therefore, care 
 nothow little it be known : And, when it is, they would 
have it Truckle under their Churches Interpretation, as 
if Inſignificant without it. 

And, in like manner, the Profane Atheiſt , as to a 
Holy Life, and a Future State. He could wiſh perhaps, 
with Balaam, to Dye the Death of the Righteous ; and 
that his latter end might be like his, Num. 32. 10. But, 
finding ſo little Hopes of that, doth rather Wiſh, there 
were no-ſuch thing: And Thinks it his great Unhappi- 
neſs, That he is not a Beaſt: That, ſince he Lives like a 
Beaſt, he cannot Dye like a Beaſt too ; without Hopes 
or Fears of Heaven or Hell. For, fince he fo Lives as 
to have Little hopes of Heaven; he heartily Wiſheth 
there were no fear of Hell. | 

With ſuch as theſe, if any man prefſeth for Regene- 
ration, Santification, and a holy Life : He was to 
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heretofore, for a Puritan; then, a Roundhead; and, now, 
for a Damn'd Fanatick. 

Nor. ſhall he ſcape this C:nſure, though never ſo great a. 
Church-man, and do exactly Conform to the Church as 
now Eſtablithed. For'tis Holineſs they hate, more than 
Non-conformity. | 

To theſe men, I ſhall fay little more at preſent, than- 
to Repeat theſe words of Chriſt, 7oh.3. 3,5. Except a. 
man be born again, of Water and of the Spirit ; He can- 
zot enter into the Kingdome of God: And that of the Apo» 
ſtle, Zeb. 12. 14. Without Holineſs no man ſball ſee the 
Lord. (A Wicked Life, will never bring us to-Heaven.): 
And then, what-is like to be their condition, themſelves 
may judge. 


Fhe other Enemy to this Do&rine, is the Papiſt. For 
though they. talk much of Good Works, yea Works of Su- 
pererogation, ( Works. better than they need to be: ) Yet 


are they. no friends to the-doctrine of SanEtification, and 
2 holy Like. | 

Their firſt Artifice,. is, to confound. Juſtification, and 
SanCtification. For ſo they doe when they tell us, we are 
Juſtified by aherent Righteouſneſs. Now, what 1s In- 
herent Righteouſneſs, but Holineſs. and a Good Life, | 

Next ; this Holineſs, or Inherent Righteouſneſs, doth 
ſilently paſs into the term of Good Works. And, here, 
the Oprs. operatum (as they call it) ſhall ſerve the turn, 
without much troubling themſelves about the Habite. of . 
Grace or Holineſs, from-whencetheſe Good Works fhould 
proceed ; and, without which (our Church tells us) Good. 
_— ( Works. materially good) cannot be acceptable un- 
to God. 

And tis craftily done, to annex-Juſtification- to Good- 
Works: Elfe. there would beno need; for thoſe who have - 
no Good Works..of their -own,- to - purchaſe-out- of.. the- 

| : Churches . 
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Churches treaſury, the Good Works of other men: and 
. fo the Market of Indulgences would fat!. 

Next, theſe Good Works are Signally (though not 
only) to be underſtood of Almsdeeds: And theſe, prin. 
cipally to the Church; that is, to their Prieſts or 
other Eccleſiaſticks (as they be contradiſtinguiſhed from 
the Laicks) or -to ſome of their Religious Orders. For 
Alms-deeds will hardly paſs for meritorious ; unleſs to 
ſome of thele. 

Then ; theſe Good Works, are to be commuted, fot 
Penance, and the Prieſts Abſolution. For though they 
have nothing of Good Works at all ; nay, though they 
be guilty of very great Immoralities: Yet if they Con» 
fels to a Prieſt, and receive Ablolution (which may be 
had at anealy rate,) they arethen declared as Innocent as 
the Child that is New-born. 

Eſpecially, if they perform the Penance impoſed ; 
that 1s (for the moſt part) if they fay ſo many Parer- 
aoſters, and ſo many Ave-Maries , or (it it be for a 
great Offence) fay over the ſeven Penetential Pſalms, 
( for that is a great Penance) or at leaſt get ſome body 
to ſay it for them. 

Nor is it neceſſary, to this Abſolution , that they 
ſhould be Contrite, or heartily forry; For Attrition, 
with Auricular Confeſſion, ſhall paſs in ſtead of Contri- 
tion: That is, in effect, if they be but ſorry for the Pe- 
nance, though they be not ſorry tor the Sin. 

Or, if all this ſhould fail ; it is but being at the charge 


of an Indulgence, or Popes Pardon : That 1s, to pur- 
chaſe ſo many penyworth of other mens Merits (having 
none of their own) out of that — which thoſe 
others have had to ſpare ( more than to ſerve their own 
turn) which remain Stored up in the Churches Treaſury, 
to be diſpenſed at the Popes pleaſure, to thoſe who wall 
give ſo much Money for them. 
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Or laſtly, if they leave a Legacy at. their Death, or 
their Friends will be at that Charge when they are gone, 
to purchaſe ſo many Maſſes to be ſaid for them, as ſhall 
ke thought neceſſary to deliver their Souls out of Pur- 
gatory. And, in caſe they purchaſe more than are. ne: 
ceſlary for that occaſion ; the Surpluſage ſhall remain in 
the Churches Treaſury, for the Benefit of others ; to be 
diſpenſed, as was atorcſaid. 

And this is what they require, by way of Commu- 


tation, in ſtead of Regeneration, Sanctification, Holi- 
neſs. and a Godly Lite. 


But+ I ſhall leave them. And Exhort thoſe of our 
Own Communion, (who deſire truly to pleaſe God, ) to 
ſeek after real Holineſs in their Hearts, and the . Practice 
of it in their Lives. 

Firſt, I fay, Real Holineſs in the Heart. 

Mat. 7. 16. Men do not gather Grapes of Thorns , or 
Figs of Thiſtles. Ver. 18. 4 good Tree cannot bring forth 
Evil fruit ; nor a corrupt Tree, Good fruit. Mat. 12. 33. 
Therefore make the Tree good, that the Fruit may be good 
alſo. Ver. 34. O _— Vipers (faith Chriſt) how 
can ye, being Evil, ſpeak Good things ? For out of the 
abundance of the Ffeart, the Mouth ſpeaketh. Tis not 
enough to lop off ſome of the Branches in- pratice, ſo 
long as there remains a Root of Bitterneſs in the Heart, 
Heb. 12.15. 

My Son, give me thy Heart, ſaith Solomon, Pro. 23.26. 
And tis out of the good treaſure of the Heart, that 
the Good man bringeth forth Good things, Mat. 12. 35. 
"Twas #7ezekiah's great Comfort,that he had walked before 
God in Truth and with a perfett Heart, 2 King,20.3. And, 
contrariwiſe, a Blemiſh on Amaziah's Good Actions; 
that he did what was Right in the fight of the Lord, but 
wot with a perfeit Fleart , 2 Chron. .25. 2. Without 

which; 
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which , Bodily exerciſe profiteth little, x Tim. 4. 8. 

'Twas for want of this, that God complains of the So- 
lemn Services of his own people : Ifai.1.11. 7o what purpoſe 
is the multitude of your Sacrifices > I am full of your Burnt- 
offerings of Rams; and the Fat of fed Beaſts. 1 delight 
not in the bloud of Bullocks, or of Lambs, or of Hee goats. 
Ver. 13. Bring no more vain Oblations: Incenſe w an 
Abomination to me. Ver. 14. Tour New Moons, and your 
appointed Feaſts, my Soul hateth: They are a Trouble to 
me: Tam Weary to bear them. Becauſe, thoughtheſe were 
Good Things, they were Ill done. And God will not ac-. 
cept of Outward Services, in lieu of Holineſs. . 

I know, *tis # Fancy that fome have taken up; That, 
of thoſe before Chriſt, God required only Outward Ser- 
vices;. And therefore promiſed only Temporal Rewards: . 
Whereas, ſay they, if he had required Spiritual Services, 
the Rewards promiſed would have been ſutable . there= 
unto. 

But. fure, .as.to the Services, David was of another 
mind. Pſal.51. 16. Thou delighteſt not in Sacrifice, elſe 
would I give it : Thou delighteſt not in Burnt-Offerings, 
(that is, comparatively:) Ver. 17. But the Sacrifices of 
God, are a Broken Spirit: 4 Broken and a Contrite 
Heart, O God, thou wilt not deſpiſe. Ver. 19. Then ſhalt 
thoy,, be pleaſed with. Sacrifices of Righteouſneſs; with 
Burnt-Offering , and whole _Burnt-Offering : But not till 
then. 

And, as to the Rewards promiſed; our Church is po- 
ſitive, (in her Seventh Article: ) The Old Teſtament is 
not contrary to the New : For, both in the Old and New 
Teſtament, Everlaſting Life is offered to Mankind by Chriſt: 
who i the onely Medator between God and Min: being 
both God, and Man. Wherefore they are not to be heard, 
who feign, that the Old Fathers looked only for Tranſitory 


Promiſes... 
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And truely they might as well ſay ; That, when God 

Threatens, /» the day that thou Eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt 
. Dye the Death, Gen. 2.17. *rwas meant only of a Tem- 
poral Death ; (and how comes he then to Puniſh with 
Pe pt Hell?) As, That, when he Promiſeth, 7he 
Exeh.20.11. man that doth them, ſhall Live in them ; tis 
£27-.19-.5- meant only of Temporal Lite. It the Promi- 

*5** ſes be but of things Temporal; how come the 
Threatnings to be, of things Eternal ? 

But they are indeed, Both of them, of things Eternal, 
as well as Temporah: And the Services required, are 
Spiritual as well as Bodily : And that of the Spirit prin- 
cipally and in the firſt place. 


"Yet it is not of the Heart only ; but Secondly, of the 
Life alſo, that God requires. Tis in vain to talk of a Good 
Heart towards God; with a Wicked-Life, in the face of 
the World. Mat. 7. 17. If the Tree. be Good; the . Fruit 

will be ſo too. A Wicked Life, is a certain ſign of a 
Naughty Heart. 

And this Obedience, muſt be Uniform, and Unver- 
fal. Pfal. 119. 6. Then ſhall I not be aſhamed, faith Da- 
vid , when I have reſpett to all thy Commandments. 

Weare not to Pick and Chooſe, what to Obey, and 
-what not. Asif a double Diligence in ſome One parti- 
cular, (wherein our own Intereſt prompts us,) would 
Expiate for a ſupine Negligence in all the reſt. 

It was ſuſpicious in Fob; who was very Zealous, 

againſt the Worſhip and Prieſts of Baal (ſet up 
2.K18:1% by Ahab and Fezabel; ) the better to ſecure 
2 his Intereſt againſt the Houſe of Ahab, and the 
Adherents thereof : Yer. 29. But adhered to the fins of 
Feroboam the Son of Nebat, and the Golden Calves which 
he ſet up in Dan and Bethel: And, otherwiſe, (as 'tis ex- 

preſly noted,) ver. 31. took no heed to walk in the Law of 
the Lord God of Tſrael with all his Heart. And 
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And Chriſt taxes the Phariſees ; whogqum 
his Diſciples, for tranſgreſſing the Tradtio: 
of the Elders, in Eating with Onbaſhen 
Hands; while themſelves wade woid the 
Law of God, by their Traditions :. Asmen Zealous in ſmall 
Punililio's, of T, ithing Mint, Amniſe and Cummin, while they 
Neglefted the Weightier matters of the Law, Mat.2 3.2 "M 
And ftraininz at a Gnat, while they ſwallow a Camel ; 
. Fer.14. And making clean the Outſide of the Cup and Plat- 
ter, while their Inward part was full of Wickedneſs, Luk. 
LE. 39. And; while they made New Sins, which God : 
never made; were very Remiſs, as to thoſe that were - 
Notorious, and Undeniably ſo. 

But, if we would indeed approve our ſelves to God ; 
we muſt take heed to Duties of all forts: Of a Chaſt, . 
Temperate and Sober lite, as toOur ſelves ;. Of Loy- 
alty, Obedience and due Submiſſion, to our Superiours, . 
in Church and State; Of Charity, Equity and Juſt deal- 
ing, to Inferiours, Equals,. and all Men; Of Religion, . 
Piety and Devotion, to God : And all this, Out of a 
Pure Heart, and of a Good Conſcience, and of Faith Un+- 
feigned, 1 Tim. 1.5. 

For all which, becauſe we are of our ſelves Inſufficient, . 
without the Aſſiſtance of God's-Spirit ; we are to call in 
That to our Aid: As the Text dire&ts us; And the Col. 
lect for the Day, (with which I will conclude; ) 

O God, Foraſmuch as, Without 'Thee, we are 
not able to Pleaſe Thee : Mercifully grant, That - x 
thy Floly Spirit may, in all things, Dirett and ny. 
Rule our Hearts through Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 

To whom, with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be- 
Honour and Praiſe, Now and for. Ever. Amez.. 
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